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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
ADOPTED OcToBER 26TH, 1832; 


And ax amended by the Convention held in August, 1865 : 
together with all the Amendments made prior to that 
date, and left in force by said Convention. 
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ARTICLE I.—Decrtaration or Rients. 


Tuar the general, great, and essential principles of lib- 
erty and free government may be recognized and estab- 
lished, we declare : 

DECTION 1.. That all free men, when they form a social 
compact, are equal in rights; and that no man or set of 
men are entitled to exclusive, separate publie emoluments 
or privileges from the community, but in consideration of: 
public services. 

SECTION 2. That all political power is inherent in the 
people, and all free governments are founded on their au- 
thority, and established for their benefit; and therefore 
they have, at all times, an inalienabla and indefeasible 
right to alter or abolish their form. of government, in such 
manner as they may think expedient. 

Section 8. The exercise and enjoyment of religious 
profession and worship, without discrimination, shall for- 
ever be free to all persons in this State; Provided, That. 
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the right hereby declared and established shall not be so 
construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify 
practices inconsistent with tbe peace and safety of the 
State. 

SECTION 4. No preference shall ever begiven, by law, 
to any religious sect or mode of worship. 

SECTION ğ. That no person shall be molested for his 
opinions on any subject whatever, nor suffer any civil or 
political incapacity, or acquire any civil or political ad- 
vantage in consequence-of such opinions, except in cases 
provided for in this constitution. 

SECTION 6. Every citizen may freely speak, write and 
publish his sentiments on all subjects; being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. 

Section 7. No law shall ever be passed to curtail or 
restrain the liberty of speech, ‘or of the press. 

Section 8. In all prosecutions or indictments for libel, 
the truth may be given in evidence; and if it shall ap- 
pear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is 
true, and was published with good motives, and for justi- 
fiable ends, the party shall be acquitted, and the jury 
shall have the right to determine the law and the facts. 

Section 9. That the people shall be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers and possessions, from unreasonable 
seizures and searches, and that no warrant to search any 
place or to seize any person or thing, shall issue without 
describing the place to be searched, and the person or 
thing to be seized, as nearly as may be, nor without pro- 
bable cause supported by oath or affirmation. 

Sxction 10. That in all criminal prosecutions, the ac- 
cused hath a right to be heard b y himself or counsel, or 
- both; to demand the nature and cause of the accusation ; 
to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have a 
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compulsorygprocess for obtaining witnesses in his favor: 
and in all prosecutions by indictment or information, a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the coun? 
ty where the ottence was committed; that he eannot be 
compelled to give evidence against himself, nor ean hé be 
deprived of his life, liberty or property, but by due course 
of law. 

Section 11. No person shall be accused, arrested or 
detained, except in cases ascertained by law, and accord- 
ing to the form which the same has prescribed’; and no 
person shall be punished but in virtue of a law estalilish- 


2 and promulgated prior to ‘the offense, and legally ap- 
plied. 


Secrion 12. That no pérson shall, for any indictable 
offence, be proceeded against criminally by information, 
except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or the 
militia when in actual service, or by leavé’of the Court 
for misdemeanor in office: Provided, That the “Legisla: 
ture, in cases of petit larceny, assatilt, assault and battery, 
affray, riot, unlawful assembly, drunkeness, vagrancy, and 
other misdemeanors of like character, may dispense with 
an inquest of a grand jury, and may authorize proseeu- 
tions before Justices of the Peace, “or suclféther inferior 
court or courts as may be established by the Legislature; 
„and the proceedings in such cases shall be regulated: by 
law. | | 

‘Srcrion 13. No ‘person “shall for the same offence, be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall any per- 
_ son’s property. be taken .or applied to public use without 
the consent of the-Legislature, and without just compen- 
sation being first made thé¥efor. 

Suction 14... That-all Cburts shall be opened, and every 
persony.for an ‘injury don@ him in his lands, goods, person 
Or reputation shall have Temedy by.due ‘course - “of law, 
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and right and justice administered, without sale, denial 
or delay. : 


Section 15. That no power of suspending laws shall 
be exercised except by the Legislature or its authority. 


Section 16. That excessive bail shall not. be required : 
nor excessive fines iinposed 5 nor cruel punishments inflicted. 

Section 17. That all prisoners shall, before conviction, 
be bailable by sufficient securities, except for capital of- 
fences, where the proof is evident, or the presumption 
great; and the privilege of the writ of Aabeas corpus shall 
not be suspended, unless, when in case of rebellion or in- 
-vasion, the public safety may require it. 


> 


Section 18. That the person of a debtor, whea there 
is not strong presumpzien of fraud, shall not be detained 
in prison after delivering up his estate for the benefit of 
his creditors, in such manner as shall be prescribed. by 
law. | 

Section 19. No conviction, for any offence, shall work 
corruption ot blood, or forfeiture of estate. The Legis- 
jature shall pass no bill of attainder, ex post facto law, nor 
jaw impairing the obligation of contracts. . 

Section 20. No property qualification for eligibility 
to office, or for the right of suffrage, shall ever be requir- 
ed by law in this State. 


Stotion 2l. That|the estates of suicides shall descend 
or vest as in cases of natural death; and if any person 
shall be killed by casualty, there shall be no forfeiture by 
reason thereof. | 

Sxcrioxn 22. That the citizens have a right, inva peace- 
able manner, to assemble together for their common good, 
and to apply to those vested with the powers of govern- 
ment for redress of grievances, or other proper purposes, - 
by petition, address, or remonstrance. 


pen 
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“SECTION 28. Every citizen ha’ a right: to bear arms in 


a defence of himself and of the State. 


SECTION 24. No standing army ‘shall be kept up, with- 
‘out the ‘consent of: the Legislature; and the military shall, 


in all cases; arid at all times, be in strict t subor dination to 


the civil power. 


Srcrion 25. That no soldier shall, in time of- peace, be | 


quartered i in any house without the consent of the owner; 


or, in time of war, ‘but in ‘a manner to be prescribed by. 


‘law. 


Srcrion 26. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges, — 


or honors, shall ever be granted or conferred in this State. 


Section 27. Emigration from this-State shall not be - 


prohibited ; nor shall any free white citizen of this State 
verbe exiled, under ary pretence whatever. 

Section 28. The right of trial by j jury shall remain 
inviolate. 

SECTION 29. N o person shall be debar ved from prose- 
cuting or defending any civil cause for or ‘against him or 
herself, before any tribunal in this State, by him. or her- 
‘self, or counsel, sr both. 


Secr 30. No person shall ever be appointed. or 


elected to any.office in this State for. lite, or during g good | 
‘behavior ; but the, tenure of all offices shall be for some 
-limited period of time, if the person, appointed, or elected 


thereto, shall sp long behave well. 


CON CLUSION. 


‘Lo. guard against transgressions of the high powers 


herein delegated : We- Drorarg, that. everything in ‘this 
sarticle is excepted-out of the general powers of govern- 


ment, and shall forever ‘remain inviolate; and that all 


dawscontrary thereto, or to. the following provisions, shall 


he void, 


Ni 
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x CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPT. 
ARTICLE IL.— DISTRIBUTION or, POWERS. 


Dec. 1. The powers of the government of the State of: 
Mississippi shall be divided into three distinet depart- 
‘ments, and each of them confided to a separate body of ` 
magistracy, to-wit: those which are Ie@islative to one, 
those which. are judicial to another, and those which are 
executive to another. 

Src. 2. No person, or collection of persons, being of one 
ot these departments, shall exercise any power properly be-~ 
longing to eithér of the others, except in the instances here- - 
inafter expressly directed or permitted. 


ARTICLE IJ.. LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Sec. 1. Every free white male person of the age of 
twenty-one years or upwards, who shall be a citizen of the 
United States, and shall have resided in this State one 
year next preceding an election, and the last four months 
within. the county, city or town in which he offers to- 
vote, shall be deemed a qualified elector. And any such 
qualified elector, who may happen to be in any county, 
city, or town other than- that of his residence at the time of 
an election, or who shall have removed to any county, 
city or town within four months.preceding the election, 
from any county, city, or town, in which he would have 
been a qualified pri had he-not so removed, may vote | 
for any State or district officer or member of Congress, for 
whom he could have voted in the county of his residence, 
or the county, city, or town from which he may have so 
removed. . 

Szo. 2. Electors shall, in all cases, except in ations of. 
treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from . 
arrest, during their attendance on elections, and in.going:. 
to and returning from the sames, 
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Szo. 3. The first election shall be by ballot, and al 
future elections by the people shall be regulated bylaw. 
Seo. 4. The legislative power of the State shall be vested 
in two distinct branches: the one to be styled “the Sen-- 
ate,” the other “the House of Representatives ;” and both 
together “the Legislature of the State of Missiseippi.” 
And the style of their laws shall be, “Be it enacted by the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi”. 

Src. 5. The members of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen by the qualified electors, and shall serve 
_ for the term of two years, trom the day of the commence- 
ment-of the general election, and no longer. 

Seo. 6. The Representatives shall be chosen every two 
years, on the first Monday and day following í in Novem- - 
ber. 

Sec. 7. No person shall be a Repr esentative unless he 
be a citizen of the United States, and shall have been an 
inhabitant of this State two years next preceding his elec 
tion, and the last vear thereof a residént of the county ` 
city or town for which he shall be chosen, and shalt hav 
attained the age of twenty-one years. 

Sec. 8. Elections for representatives for the sever: 
counties, shall be held at the places of holding their re 
‘pective courts, or in the several election districts ir 
which.the county may be divided: Provided, That wh. 
it shall appear to the legislature that any. city or to: 
hath a number of free white inhabitants, equal to the ra. 
then fixed; such city or town shall-have a separate rep: ` 
sentation, according to the number ot free white inhab: 
. ants therein, which shall be retained so long as such city 
or town shall contain a number of free white inhabitan: 
equal to the existing ratio; and thereafter and during the 
existence of the right of separate representation in such 
eity or town, elections for the county in which such city 
i 3 i ? 3 
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or town entitled to a separate representation is situated, 
shall not be held in such city or town: And provided), 
That if the residuum or fraction of any city or town, en- 
titled to separate represention shall, when added to the 
residuum in the county in which it may lie, be equal to 
the ratio fixed by law for one representative, then the 
“aforesaid county, city or town, having the largest re- 
siduum, shall be entitled to such representation: And 
provided also, That when there are two or more counties 
adjoining, which have residuums over and above the ratio 
then fixed by law, if such residuums, when added togeth- 
er, will arnountto such ratio, in that case one representa- 
tive shall be added to that county having the largest 
residuum. 

Sec. 9. The Legislature shall, at their first session, and 
at periods of not less than every four, nor more than every 
six years, until the year 1845, and thereafter at periods 
of not less than every four, and not more than every 
eight years, cause an enumeration to be-made of all the 
tree white inhabitants of this State; and the whole num- 
ber of representatives shall, at the several periods of 
making such enumeration, be fixed by the Legislature, 
and apportioned ‘among the several counties, cities or 
towns, entitled to .separate representation, according to 
the number of free white inhabitants in each ; and shall 
not be less than thirty-six nor more than one hundred: 
Provided, however, That each county shall always be enti- 
tled to at least one representative. 

Sec. 10. The whole number of Senators shall, at the 
several periods of making: the enumeration before men- 
tioned, be fixed by the Legislature, and apportioned 
among the several districts to be established by law, .ac- 
cording to the number of free. white inhabitants in each, 

and shall never be less than one-fourth, nor more than 
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one-third, of the whole number of representatives. 

Seg. 11. The senators shall be chosen ‘by the qualified 
electors, for four years; and on their being convened in 
consequence of “the first election, they shall be divided 
by lot from their respective districts into two classes, as 
nearly equal as can be. And the seats of the senators of 
‘the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the 
second year. 

Src. 12. Such mode of classifying new additional sen- 
ators shall be observed as will, as nearly as possible, pre- 
serve'an equality of numbers in each class. 

Src. 18. When a Senatorial district shall be composed 
of two, or.more, counties, it shall not be entirely sepera- 
ted by any county belonging to another district; and no. 
county shall be divided, in forming a district. 

Sec. 14. No person shall be a senator wnless he bea . 
citizen of the United States, and shall have been an inbab- 
itant of this State for-four: years next preceding his-elec 
tion, and the last year thereof a resident of the district for 
which he shall ‘be chosen, and have attained the age of 
thirty years. 

Szo. 15. -The House of Repr e when assembled; , 
shall choose a speaker and its other ofticers: and the Senate 
shall choose a president and its officers, and each house shall 
judge ot the qualifications and elections ofits own members; 
but a contested election shall be determined in such man- 
ner as shall be directed by law. A majority of each 
house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a 
smaller number may adjourn from day to-day, and may 
compel: the attendance of absent members, in such man- 

“ner-and under such penalties ‘as cach house may provide. 

Sec. 46. Each house may. determine the rules of its own 
proceedings, punish ‘members for disorderly behavior, 

aand, withthe consent of two-thirds, expel a member, but 
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not a second time for the same cause’; and shall have all’ 
other powers necessary for a branch of the Legistature of 
_ a free and independent State. 
_ Sec. 17. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceed- | 
ings, and publish the same; and the yeas and nays ofthe: 
members of either house, on any question, shall, at the de- 
sire of any three members present, be entered on the 
journal, | 

Sec. 18. When vacancies happen in either house, the 
Governor, or the person exercising the.powers of the Gov- 
ernor, shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 


Sec. 19. Senators and Representatives shall, in all 
cases, except of treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be 
privileged from arrest during the session of the Legisla 
ture, and in going to and returning-from the same, allow- 
ing one day for every twenty miles such member may 
reside trom the place at which the Legislature is convened. 

Src. 20. Each house may punish, by imprisonment du- 
ring the session, any person not a member, for disrespect- 
ful or disorderly behavior in its presence, or for obstruct- 

‘Ing any of its proeeedings : Provided, Such imprisonment 
shal! not, at any one time, exceed forty-eight hours.. 

Sec. 21. The doors of each house shall be opened, ex- 
cept on such occasions of great emergency as, in the 
opinion of the house, may require secresy. 

Sec. 22. Neither house shall, without the consent of 
the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 
other place than that in which they may be sitting. 

Sec. 23. Bills may originate in either house, and be 
amended, altered or rejected, by the other; but no bill 
shall have the force of a law, until, on three several days, 
it be read in cach house, and free discussion be allowed 
thereon, unless four-fifths of the house in which the bill 


at 
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-shall be pending, may deem it expedient to dispense svith. 
‘this rule; and every bill having passed both houses,-ghall 
be signed by the speaker arid Pen of their respeetive 
Aouses. . : 

Suc. 24. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in 
the House of Repr esentatives ; but the Senate may amend 
or reject them, as other bills. 


sec. 25. Each member of the Legislature shall receive 
-from the public treasury a compensation for his services, 
which may be increased or diminished by law; but no 
-inerease of compensation shall take effect during the ses- 
„Sion at which such increase shall have been made. 


Szo. 26. No senator or representative shall, during the 
term for which he shall have been elected, nor for one 
year thereafter, be appointed to any civil office of profit 
under this State, which shall have been created, or the 
emoluments of which shall have been increased, during 
such term; exeept such offices as may be filled by elec- 
tions by the people; and no member of either house of 
the Legislature shall, after the commencement of the first 
session of the Legislature after his election, and during 
the remainder of the term for which he is elected, be cli- 
gible to any office or place, the appointment of which may 
be made 1 in whole orin part by either br anch of the Legis- 
lature. 
Szo. 27. No judge of any court of law or equity, secre- 
"tary of state, attorney gener al, clerk of any court of record, 
sheriff, or collector, or any person: holding. alucrative office . 
under the United States, or this State, shall be eligible to 
the Legislature: Provided, That offices in the militia, to 
which there is attached no annual salary, and the office 
of justice of the peace, shall not be deemed lucrative. 


Sxc. 28. No person who hath heretofore been, or here- 
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after may be, a collector or holder of public moneys, shall . - 
have a seat in either house of the Legislature, until such 
person shall have a recounted for, and paid into the treasu- 
ry, all sums for which he may be accountable. 

Sec. 29. The first election for senators and representa- 
tives shall be general throughout the State, and shall be 
held on the first Monday and day following, in Novem- 
ber, 1833; and thereafter, there shall be biennial elections 
vor senators, to fill the places of those whose term of ser- 
vice may have expired. 

Sec. 80. The first, and all future sessions of the Le gis- 
lature, shall be'held in the town of Jackson, in the county 
of Hinds, until the year 1850. During’the first session - 
thereafter, the Legislature shall have power to designate - 
by law the permanent seat of government; L’rovided, 
however, That unless such designation be then made by 
law, the seat ‘of government shall continue permanently 
at the town of Jackson. The first session shall commence 
on the first Monday in November, in the year 1833, and 
in every two years thereafter, at such time as may be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sec. 31. The Governor, , Secretary of State, Treasurer, 
Anditor of Public Accounts, and Attorney General, shall 


reside at the seat of government. 


tee 


ARTICLE [V.—Jvpicran DEPARTMENT. 


Src. 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested 
in one High Court of Errors and Appeals, and such other 
courts of law and equity as are hereafter provided for in 
this Constitution. 

_ Sec. 2. The High Court of Errors and Appeals shall 
consist of three judges, any two of whom shall form a. 
quorum. .The Leg islature shall. divide the State into. 


” 
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three districts, and the qnalified electors of cach district: 
shall elect one of said judges tor the term: of six years. 
Szo. 3. The office of one of said judges shall be vacated 
in two years, of one in four years, and of one in six years; 
so that at the expire ation of every two year 8; one of said. 
judges shall be elected as aforesaid. 


Sec. 4. The High Court of Errors and Appeals shall 
have no jurisdiction but such as properly belongs to a: 
= court of errors-and appeals. 


Serc. 5. All vacancies that may occur in said -eourts, 
from death, resignation or removal,. shall be filled by 
election as aforesaid : Provided, however, That if the un-. 


expired term, do not exceed one year, the vacancy shall 
be filled by. executive appointment. 


Sro. 6..No person shall be eligible to the office of judge 
of the High. Court. of -Errors and Appeals, who shall net 
have attained, at the time of his election, the age of thir ty 
years. | 

Szo. 7. The High Court of Errors and Appeals shall be 
held at least once in each year at the seat of government, 
and at such other place or places in the State as-the Legis- . 
lature may direct. 

Szo. 8. The Secretary ot State, on receiving all the offi- 
cial returns of the first election, shall proceed, forthwith, . 
in the presence and with tlie assistance of two justices of 
the peace, to determine by lot among the three candidates 
having the highest number of votes, which of: said judges 
elect shall serve for the term of two years, which shall 
serve for the term of four years, and which shall serve for 
the term of six years; and having so determined the same, , — 
it shall be the duty of the Gover nor to issue commissions . 
accordingly. 


Sno. 9 9. N o judge shall sit on. the trial. af any cause... 
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when the parties or either ot them shall be:connected 
with him by affinity or consanguinity, or’ when he may 
be interested in the same, except by consent of the judge 
and of the parties; and whenever a quorum of said court 
are sitnated as aforesaid, the Governor of the State shall, 
in such cases, specially commission twu or more men of 
law knowledge, for the determination thereof. 

Sec. 10. The judges of*said court shall receive for their 
services a compensation to be fixed by law, which shall 
not be diminished during their continuance in office. 

Sec. 11. The judges of the Circuit Court-shall be elect- 
- ed by the qualified electors of each judicial district, and 
hold their offices for the term ot four years, and reside in 
their respective districts. 

Src. 12. No person shall be eligible to E office-of 
judge of the Circuit Court who shall not at the time ef his 
election, have attained the age of twenty-six years. 

Src. 13. The State shall be divided into convenient dis- 
tricts, and each district shall contain not less than three 
nor more than twelve counties: , 

Sec. 14. The Circuit Court shall have original jurisdic- - 
tion in all matters, civil and criminal, within this State; 
but in civil cases only when the principal of the sum in 
controversy exceeds fifty dollars. 

Sec. 15. A Circuit Court shall be held in each county 
of this State, at least twice in ach year ; and the judges of 
said courts shall interchange circuits with each other, in. 
such manner as may be prescribed by law, and shall re- 
ceive for their services a compensation to be fixed by law, 
which shall not be diminished during their continuance in 
office. 

Sec. 16. A separate Superior Court of Chancery shall 
__ be established, with full jurisdiction in all matters of 

equity : Provided, however, The Legislature may give to 
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the Circuit Court of each county, equity jurisdiction in all 
eases where the value of the thing, or amount ‘in contro- 
versy, does not exceed five hundred dollars ; also, in all 
eases of divorce, and for the foreclesure ef mortgages. The 
chancellor shall be elected by the qualified electors of the 
whole State, for the term of six years, and shail be at least 
thirty years old at the time of his election. 

Src. 17. The-style of all process shall be, “The State of 
Mississippi ;” and all prosecutions shall be carried on in 
the name and by the authority of “ The State of Missis- 
sippi,” and. shall conclude, “against th the peace and dignity 
of the same.” 

Sec. 18. A Court ef Probates shall be e established in 
each county in this State, with jurisdiction in.all matters 
testamentary and of administration, in minor’s business 
and allotment of dower, in cases of idiocy and lunacy, 
and of persons non compos mentis. The judge of said 
Court shall be elected by the qualified electors ef the res- 
pective counties, for the term of two years. 

Sec: 19. The‘clerk of the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals shal! be appointed by the said court, for the term 
of four years; and the clerks of the probate and other 
inferior courts, shall be elected by the qualified electors 
of the respectiv e connties, and shall hold their oftices for 
the term of two years. 

Sec. 20, The qualified electors of each county shall elect 

five persons for the ter m of two. years, who shali consti- 
tute a board of police for each county, a majority of 
whom may transact business; which bedy shall have full 
jurisdiction over roads, highways. ferries, and bridges, 
and all other matters of county police; and shall order all 
county elections to fill vacancies that may oecur in the 
offices of their respective counties. The clerk of the 
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Court of Probate-shall be the clerk of the board of county- 
police. 

Suc. 21. No person shall be eligible as a member-of 
said board, who shall not have resided one year in thes 
county ; but this qualification shall not extend to such new- 
counties as- may. hereafter be established until. one year - 
after organization; and ali vacancies that may oeeur ir- 

said board, shall be supplied by election as aforesaid tc - 
fill the unexpired term, 

Sxc..22. The judges-cf all the: courts of this-State, and : 
also the members-of the board of county police; shall in 
virtue of their offiees be conservators of the peace, and ` 
shall be by law vested with: ample powers in this respect. . 


Sec, 23. A eompetent number of justices of’the peace: 
and constables shall be chosen in each county, by the. 
qualified electors thereof, by districts, who shalPhold their 
offices for the-term of two years: the jurisdiction of Jus- - 
tices .of the peace shall be limited to cases in which the 
principal .of the amount in controversy shall not exceed. - 
fifty dollars; in all eases tried by a justice of the peace, 
the right of-appeal shall be.seeured.under sugh rules and.: 
regulations as shall be preseribed by-law. 


Sec. 24. The Legislature may from time to time-estab- . 
- lish such other inferior courts.as. may be deemed neces- - 
sary, and abolish ee same- whenev er they shail deem it 

expedient. . : 

Sec. 25. There shall be an Attorney-General elected by - 
the qualified electors of the State;.andia competent number - 
of Distriet Attorneys shall be elected by the qualified , 
eleetors ef: their respective districts ; whose- eompensation . 
and term of service shall be prescribed by law. 

Suc. 26: The Legislature-shall. provide by. law for.deter-~ 
mining contested. elections of judges of the High Court of, 
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Errors and Appeals, of the Cireuit and Probate Courts, 
and other officers. | | 

Sec. 27. The judges of the several courts of this State, 
tor wilful negleet of duty. or other reasonable cause, shall. 
be removed by the Governor, on the address of two-thirds- 
of beth houses of the- Legislature ;. the: address to be by. 
joint vote of both houses. The-canse or causes for which 
such removal shall be required, shall be stated’ at length 
in such address, and on the journal of each house. The 
judge so intended to be removed, shall:be notified and ad-. 
mitted to a hearing. in his-own defence, before any. vote 
for such address shall pass. The vote-en such address. 
shall be taken by yeas and rays,.and.entered.on the- 
journal of each house. | 

Sec. 28. Judges of probate;. clérks, sheriffs, and other 
county officers, fer wilful neglect of duty, or misdemeanor: 
in office, shall be liable to presentment or indictment by 
a grand jury, and trial By petit jury, and.upor-eonviction. 
shall be removed from offiee. 


ARTICLE V.Execurive DEPARTMENT.. 


Sire: 1. The chief executive power of this State. shall be 
vested in 2: Governor, who-shall hold his office for two- 
years-from the time of his installation. . 

Seo. 2. The Gover nor shall be:elected by- the qualified: 
electors of the State. The returns of. ever y election for 
Governor shall be sealed up and transmitted to the seat of. 
government, directed te the Seeretary of State, who shall 
. deliver them to the speaker of the Honse.of Representa- 
tives, at the next ensuing session of the Legislature, dur- 
ing’ the first week of which session the said speaker shall. 
open and publish them in the presence of both houses of 
the Legislature. The person having the highest number; 
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of votes shall be Governor ; but if two or more shall be 
equal and highest in votes, then one of them shall be 
chosen Governor by the joint ballot of both houses of the 
Legislature. Contested elections for Governor shall be 
determined by both houses of the Legislature, in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 8. The Governor shall be at least thirty years of 
age, and shall have ‘been a citizen of the United States 
for twenty years, shall have resided in this State at least 
five years next preceding the day of his election, and shall 
not be capable of holding the office more than four years 
in any term of six years. 

Src. 4. He shall at stated times receive for his services 
a compensation, which shall not be in¢reased or diminished 
during the term for which he shall be elected. 


Sec. 5. He shall be commander-in chief of the army 
and navy of this State, and of the militia, except when 
they shall be called into the service of the United States. 

Sec. 6. He may require information in writing, from 
the officers in the executive department, on any subject 
relating to the duties of their respective offices. 


Sec. T. He may, in cases of emergency, convene the 
1egislature at the seat of government, or at a different 
place, if that shall have become, since their last adjourn- 
ment, dangerous, from an enemy, or from disease ; and in 
case of disagreement between the two houses with respect 
to the time of adjournment, adjoarn them to such time as 
he shall think proper, not beyond the day of the next sta- 
ted meeting of the legislature. . 

Sec. 8. He shall from time to time give the legislature 
information of the state of the government, and recommend 
to their consideration such measures as he may deem 
necessary and expedient. 
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Src. 9. Heshall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. — a, 
Sro. 10. In all criminal and penal cases, except in those 


of treason and impeachment, he shall have power to ` 


grant reprieves and pardons, and remit fines, and in cases 


of forfeiture to stay the collection until the end of the next ` 


session of the legislature, and to'remit forfeitures, by and 


with the advice and consent of the Serate. In cases of 


treason he shall have power to grant reprieves, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate; but may respite 


the: sentence until the end of the next session of the legis-. 


lature. 

Src. 11. All commissions shall be in the name and by 
the aathority of the State of Mississippi, be sealed with 
the great seal, and-signed by the Governor, and be attes- 
ted by the Secretar y of State. 


Src. 1%. There sliall be a seal of this State, which shall 
be kept by the Governor, and used by him officially, and 
shall be called the great seal of the State of Mississippi. 

Sec, 13. All vacancies not provided for in this constitu- 
tion, shall be filled iu such manner as the legislature may 
_ prescribe. | 

Sec. 14. The Secretary of State shall be elected by the 
«ualitied electors of the State, and shall continue in office 
during the térm of two years. He shall keep a fair regis- 
ter of all the official acts and pr ocecdings of: the Governor, 
and shail; when required, lay the eis and all papers, 
minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before the legis- 
lature; and shall perform such other duties as may be re- 
quired of him by law. 


Sec. 15. Every bill which shall have passed both houses 


ot the legislattre shall be presented to the Governor; if 


he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it, 


& 


22 ‘CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPI. 


with his objections, to the house*in which it shall have 
originated, ‘which shall enter’the objections at large upon 
their journals and proceed.to re-consider it: if, after such 
-re-consideration, two-thirds of the house shall agree to pass 
the bill, it shall besent with the objections to the other 
house, by which it shall likewise ‘be re-considered : if ap- 
‘proved by two-thirds of that house, it shall become a law: 
‘but in-such case the vote of both houses shall be determined 
by yeasand nays, aud the names of the members voting 
for and against the bill, shall be entered on the journals 
of each bouse respectively : if any bill shall not be re- 
‘turned by the Governor withinsix days (Sundaysexcepted) 
after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall 
become a las, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless 
the legislature’by their adjournment prevent its return, in 
which case it shall not becomea law. 

Sec. 16. Every order, resolution, cr vote, to which the 
concurrence of both houses may be necessary, exeept 
resolutions fer the purpose of obtaining the joint action 
‘of both houses, and on questions of adienrnment, shall be 
-arvesented to the“Governor, and, before it shall take effect. 
bevavproved by him, or, being disapproved, shall be re- 
passed’ by both houses, according to the rules end limita- 
tions preseribed in the ease of a bill. 

Sec. 17. Whenever the office of*Governor shail become 
racant, by death, resignation, removal from office or other- 
wise, the President of the Senate shall exercise the oftice 
of Governor until another Governor shall be duly qualified : 

and in case-ef the death, resignation, removal from office, 
or other disqualification of the President of the Senate se 
exercising the office of Governor, the Speaker of the House 
ot Representatives shall exercise the office, until the Presi- 
dent of the Senate shall have been chosen; and when the 
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“olliceof Governor, President of the Senate, and Speaker 
‘of the House skall become vacant‘in the recess ‘of the 

Senate, the person actingas Becrétary of State for the time 
“being, shall by proctamation convene the Senate, that a 
Presidént may be chosen, to exercise the office éf Gov- 
‘arnor. . 
Sec. “18. When either the President or Speaker of the 
-House of Représentatives shall so exercise said ‘office, : he 
shail receive the compensation of Governér only, and his 
«luties as President-or Speaker-shall be suspended, and the 
‘Senate, or louse of Representatives, as the case may be, 
shall fill the-vacancy, until his -duties as Gover nor shall 
cease. i Oo te Be , 
Sec. 19. A Sherif and one or more Ceroners, a Treas- 
airer, Surveyor, and Ranger, shall be elected in each 
esunty, by the ‘qualified electdrs thereof, who shall hold 
their ofitces for two years, unless sooner removed ; €xcept_ 
that the Coroner shall hold his office until his successor be 
duly qualified. 
Src. 20. A State Treasurer and Auditor of-Public Ae. 
‘counts shall be elected by the qualified electors of the 
State, who shall hold their offices fer the term of two 
years, unless sooner removed.. : 


a - MILITIA. 


Sec. 1. The legaslature shall provide by law, for organ- 
izing ang-disciplining the militia ef this State, in such 
. manner as¢hey deem expedient, mot incompatible with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States in relation 
‘thereto. =- 
Sec. 2. Coumissioncd'ofticers of the militia (staff officers 
and the officers ofwolunteer companies excepted,) shall 
-beelected by: the persons: “liable to, perform military duty, 
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and the qualified electors within their respeetive eom- 
mands, and shall be commissioned by the Governor. 
SEC. 3. The Governor shall have power to call forth the 


militia to execute the laws of the State, to-suppress insur- 
rection, and repel invasion. 


ARTICLE. VE—BPEACHMENTA 


. I. The House of Representatives shall have the 
sole power of impeaching. 

Sec. 2, AJl impesehments shall be tried. by the Senate. 
When sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be on. 
oath or atfirmation. No person shall be convicted with- 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present.. 


Src. &. The Governor, and all civil. officers, shall be- 
liable to: impeachment for any misdemeanor inoftiee ; bat 
judgement in such cases shall not extend further than re- 
moval from office, and disqualification to hold. any . office: 
of honor, trust, or profit, under the State; but the party 
convieted shall nevertheless be Habte and. subjeet to in- 
dictment, trial, and punishment, according to law, as in 
other eases. | 


| ! 
2 ARTICLE VIL—Gerxermsin PROVISIONS. 


Sec. 1. Members of the kenaii e, and all officers, exe- 
cutive and judicial, before they enter upon the duties of 
their respective offices, shall take the folowing oath or 
aflirmation, to-wit : “I solemn!y swear, or affirm, as the case 
may be), that I will support tle Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitution of the State of Mississippi, so 
long as-I eontinue a eitizen thereof; and that I will faith- 
tally diseharge to the best of my abilitres, the duties of 
the office of -———, according to law. Se help me God.” 
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Sec. 2. The legislature shall pass such laws, to prevent 
the evil practice of duelling, as they may deem necessary : 
and may require all officers, before they enter on the duties 

f their respective offices, to take the following oath or 
affirmation: “I do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case 
may be), that I have not been engaged in duel, by send- 
ing or accepting a challenge to fight a duel, or by fighting 
a duel, since the first day of January, in the year of onr 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three; nor ` 


will I be so engaged during my continnanee in offiee.— 
So help me God.” 


Src. 8. Treason against the State shall consist only in 
levying war against it, or inadhering to its enemies, giving 
them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of 
treason, uniess on the testimony of two witnesses to the 
. same overt act, or his own confession in open court. 

Sec. 4. Every person shall be disqualified from holding 
an office. or place of honor or profit under the authority 
. of this State, who shall be couvieted of having given or 
-offerred any- bribe to procure his election. Laws shall 
be made to exelnde from office and suffrage those wlio 
shall hereafter be convieted.of bribery, perjury, forgery, 
or other high crimes or misdemeanors. The privilege of 
free suffrage shall-be supported by laws regulating elec- 
tions, and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue 
influence therein, from power, bribery, tumult, or other 
improper conduet. | | 

Sec. 5. No person who denies the being of a God, ora 
future state of rewards and punishments, shall hold any 
oftice in the civil department of this State. 

Sec. 6. No laws of a general nature, unless otherwise 
provided for, shall be enforced until sixty days after the 

passage thereof, 
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Sec. T. No money shall be drawn from the treasury 
out in consequence of an appropriation made by law-: 
nor shall any appropriation of money for the support of 
any army be made for a longer term than one year, 

Sec. 8. No money from the treasury shall be appropriated 
te objects of internal improvement, unless a bill for that 
' purpose be approved by two-thirds of both branches of 
the legislature; and a regular statement and account of 
the receipts and expenditures of public moneys shail be 
published annually. 


Src. 9. No laws shali ever be passed to raise a loan of 
money upon the credit of the State, or to pledge the faith 
of the State for the payment or redemption of any loan or 
debt, unless such law be proposed in the Senate or Louse 
of Representatives, and be agreed to by a majority of the 
members of each house, and entered on their journals with 
the yeas and nays taken thereon, and be referred to the 
next succeeding legislature, and published for three months 
previous to the next regular election, in three newspapers 
of this State; and unless a majority of each branch of 
the legislature so elected, after such publication, shall 

-agree te, and pass such law; andin such case the yeas 
“and nays shall be taken, and entered on the. journals ot 
each House; Provided, That nothing in this section shall 
be so construed-as to prevent the legislature from nego- 
- ttlating a further loan of one and a half million of dollars 
-and vesting the same in stock reserved to the State, by 
the charter ef the Planters’ Bank of the State of Missis- 
‘sippl. 

Sec. 10. The legisiature shall direct by law in what 
manner and in what courts, suits may be brought against 
the State. 

. Sec. 11.-Absence on business of this State, or of ‘the 
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“United States, or on aisit, or necessary private business, 
shall not cause a forfeiture of citizenship -or residence 
«once obtained. 

Sec. 12. Itshall be the duty of the legislatnre to regulate 
by law,-the cases in which deductions shall be made from 
salaries of public officers for neglect of duty in their 

- official capacity, and the amount of such deduction. 


Sec. 13. No member of Congress norany person holding 
:any office of profit or trust under the United States (the 
office of postmaster excepted), or any other State of the 
Union. or under any foréign power, shall hold or exercise 
any office of trust, or proiit, under this State. - 
Se. 14. Religion, morality, and *knowledge, being 
necessary to good government, the preservation of liberty, 
~and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of 
-education, shall forever be encouraged in this State. _ 

Sec. 15. Divorces-from the bonds of*matrimony shall 
‘not be granted, but in cases provided for:by law, by suit 
in chancery. 

Sec. £6. Returns‘of all elections*by the people shall 
be made to the Secretary of State, in such a manner as 
may be prescribed by law. 

Src. 17. No new county slrall be established ‘by the 
legislature, which shall reduce the county or counties, or 
either, of them, fron: which it may be taken, to less con- 
tents than five hundred and seventy-six square miles, nor 
shall any new county ‘be laid eff of less: contents. 

Sec. 18. The legislatnre shail have power to admit te 
all the rights and privileges of-free white-citizens of this 
State, all such persens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
tribes of indians, as shall clioose to remain in this States 
upon such terms as thelegislature may from time to time 
deem proper. 


ied 
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ARTICLE VII. 


Sec. 1. The institution of slavery having been destroyed 
in theState of Mississippi, neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall 
hereafter exist in this State ; and the Legislature at its next 
session, and thereafter as the public welfare may require, 
shall provide by law for the protection and security of 
the person and property of the freedmen of the State, 
and guard them and the State against any evils that may 
arise from their sudden emancipation. 


Inserted by Ordinance, adopted and approved, August 
21st, 1865. 


MODE OF REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. 


Whenever two-thirds of each branch of the legislature 
shail deem any change, alteration, or amendment neces- 
sary to this Constitution, such proposed change, alteration, 
or amendment shall be read and passed by a majority of 
two-thirds of each house respectively on each day, for 
three several days: public notice thereof shall. then be 
given by the Secretary of State at least six months pre- 
ceding the next general election, at which the qualified 
electors shall vote diectly for or against such change, 
alteration or amendment; and if it shall appear that a 
majority of the qualified electors voting for members of 
the legislature, shall have voted for the proposed change, 
alteration, or amendment, then it shall be inserted by the 
next succeeding legislature, as a part of this Constitution, 
and not otherwise. . 
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SCHEDULE. . 


Sec. 1. All rights vested, and all liabilities incurred, 
shall remain the same as if this Constitution had not been 
adopted. < | ) 

Sec. 2. All suits at law or in equity, now pending in 
the several courts of this State, may be transferred to 
such court as may have proper jurisdiction thereof. 

Sec. 8. The Governor, and all officers, civiland military, 
now holding commissions under the authority ot this State, 
shall continue to hold and exercise their -respective offices 
until they shall be superceded pursuant to the provisons 


of this Constitution, and until their successors be duly 
qualified. , 


Src. 4. All laws now in force in this State, not repug- _ 
nant to this Constitution, shall continue to operate until 
they shall expire by their own limitation, or be altered or 
repealed by the legislature. | | 

Src. 5, Immediately upon the adoption of this Consti- 
tution, the President of this Convention shall issue writs 
of election, directed to the sheriffs of the several counties, 
_requiring them to cause an election to be held on the first 
Monday, and day following in December next, for mem- 
_ bers of the legislature, at the-respective places of holding 
elections in said counties, which elections shall be eon- 
ducted, in the manner prescribed by the existing election : : 
law's of this State: and the members of the’ legislature’ 
thus elected, shall continue in office until the next general 
election, and shall convene at the seat of government on 
the first Monday in January, eighteen hundred and thirty- ` 
three; and shall, at their first session order an election to 
be held in every county of this State, on the first Monday 
in May, and day following, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
three, for all State and county officers under this Consti- 


? 
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tution: (members of the-legislatwre excepted,) and’ the- 
officers then elected shall continue in office until the sue-- 
seeding general electionm:and after, in the same manner as- 
f the election.iad taken place at the time last aforesaid.. 
Sec. 6. Until the first enumeration shall be made, as. 
directed by this Constitution, the-apportionment.of Sena- 
tors and Representatives among the-several districts and. 
counties in this State, shall remain as at present fixed by- 
law. | 
[Amendment Number One, approved. February 2d,. 
1846, relative to shaves, abolished and stricken out by. 
Convention held in August, 1865.] 


AMENDMENT Il.. 


The twentieth section of the fourth artiele so altered. 
and changed as to-read as follows;.to-wit :: 

Src. 20. The-qualified electors of cach. county shall. 
elect five persons, by distriets, for the term.of two years,. 
who shall constitute a Board of Police for each county, a 
majority of: whom may transact business; which body- 
shall have full jurisdiction over roads, . highways, ferries. 
and bridges, and all othez matters of ceunty police. and 
shall order.all county elections to fill vacancies that may, 
occur in the offices of their respective counties. Theclerk 
of the Court of Probate shall be» the ee of the Board, 
of County Police.. 

Proposed by Act approved Mareh 9th, 1850. 

Inserted by Act approved March 12th, 4852. 


AMENDMENT III. 


The sixteenth section of the fourth article stricken out 
and abrogated, and in lieu thereof, the following. section. 
adopted and irserted, to wit :. 
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Src. £6. Chancery Courts; with full jurisdiction in all’ 
matters of equity, shall be held in each judicial districts. 
bysthe circuit judge thereof at such times and places as 
may be directed by law. The Superior Const of Chan. 
cery and the several Vice-Chancer ‘y Courts, shall continue 
as now organized, until the first Monday of November, 


one thousand eight hundrediand fifty seven, for the dis-- 


position of eauses now depending therein. The legislature 
shall provide by law for the preservation of the records. 


_ of the said Superior Couzt of Chancery, and oftsaid Vice- 


Chancery Courts, and also for the Eae of all causes - 
that may remain undertcrmined therein, to other courts . 
for final decision.. 

Proposed by Act approved Marck ad, 1854. 

Inserted ye Act approved Febru uary 6th 1856. 


AMENDMEN K IY. 


Additional article added as follows, to-wit : 

Artache—AHl public offieers in this State, legislative, 
executive, and judicial, whose terms of office expire a4 
the general election to be held in the. year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven, or at any subsequent gen- 
eral election, shall continue to hold their offices ‘until the 
fitst Monday of January next following the expiration of. 
said terms, andiuntil their successors shall be qualified : 
Provided, such of gaid'‘officers as are required to give- 
bond for the discharge of their duties, shall give bond and- 
security for said extended term, as may be provided by. 
the Legislature: and the terms of office of all officers 
chosen at the general electiom in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-seven, or at any subsequent general election 
shall commence on the first Monday of J anuary next 
succeeding the.election, andshall continue for thetime- 
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now fixed by the Constitution, and until their successors 
shall be qualified. | 

Proposed by Act approved March 2d, 1854 

Inserted by Act approved February 6th, 1856. 


AMENDMENT V. 


The following alos to be numbered seven, added te 
the schedule. and made part of the Constitution, to take 
the place of all gaa. provisions now contained in 
the Constitution, to-wit: 

Sec. 7. All general elections by the people of this State 
shall be held on the first Monday of October, and be con- 
cluded in one day. On the first Monday of October, 
1857, and biennially thereafter, an clection shall be held 
for Representatives in Congress and all State officers and 
members of the Legislature, except for officers and Sena- 
tors entitled to hold over after November, 1857, who 
shall continue in office until their successors are entitled 
to succeed them therein. The Legislature shall convene 
on the first Monday of November, 1857, and biennially 
thereafter, but may be specially convoked by the Governor 
at other times. The Governor's official term shall com- 
mence on the third Monday of November, and that of 
Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State 
‘Treasurer and Attorney General, on the first Monday of 
Januaty next after his and their election; but the Attor- 
ney General shall hold his office as heretofore, for the term 
ot four years. On the first Monday of October, 1858, 
and biennially thereafter, an election shall be held for all 
County, District, Judicial and Ministerial officers, (except 
officers whe may then be entitled to hold over after Janu- 
uary, 1859, or until the time of holding another election,) 
and the official terms of all such officers then and there- 
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-dfter elected, shall commence on the ‘first . Monday of 
January next after this election ; bet all such officers elee- 
ted in 1853, or previously, slicks official terms, in the 
absence-of this provision, would expire in November, 
1857, shall continue in office until ane first pny of 
January, 1859. 

Proposed by Act approved Mareh 2d, 1854. 

Anser a by Act approved February 2d, 1856. 


i, Jaco SHALL Yrrcer, President of the Convention ot 
delegates of the people of the State of Mississippi, 
which assembled at J ackson, on Monday, the 14th 

* day of August, 1865, hereto sign my name, and attest 
that the foregoing i is the Constitution of the State of 
Mississippi as amended by said Convention, together 
with all previous amendments thereto left in furce by’ 
said Convention: the same having been delivered to 
me as such by the committee appointed to examine 
nnd report the same. 

Done and published, at J ackson, State of Mi ssissippi, this 
26th day of August, A. D. 1865, and 90th year of the 
independence of the United States of America. 

J. 8 YERGER, 
President of the Convention, 
and Delegate from the County of Washington. 
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CHAPTER i. 
AMENDMENTS to the Constitution of the State of Mississippi. 


‘ivst. That the Constitution shal] be amended by abol- 
ishing and striking out sections one, two and three of arti- 
cle seven, under the title “slaves,” and amendment 
number one, approved February 2d, 1846, relative to 
slaves. l ni 

Second. That a provision in the following language shall 
be inserted in the Constitution as article eight, to-wit: The 
institution of slavery having been destroyed in the State 
of Mississippi, neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, ` 

otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall hereafter exist 
inthis State; and the Legislature at its next session, and 
thereafter as the public welfare may require, shall provide 
by law for the protection and security of the person and . 

- property.of.the freedmen of this State, and guard them'and 
the State against any evils that may arise from their sudden 
emancipation. i ae . 

Third. That the twelfth section of the Declaration of 
Rights be amended by-the insertion of the tollowing proviso, 
to-wit: Provided, That the Legislature, in cases of petit 
larceny, assault, assault and battery, affray, riot, unlawful 
assembly, drunkeness, vagrancy, and other misdemeanors ` 
of like character, may dispense with an inquest of a grand 
jury, and may authorize prosecutions before justices of the: 

t 
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peace, or such other inferior court or courts as may be estab- 

lished by the legislature, and the proceedings in such cases 

shall be regulated by law. l 
Adopted, August.2 let, 1865: 


CHAPTER II. 
AN ORDINANCE to amend 7th section of 4tn article of the Censtitution. 


Amend the Tth section of the 4th article of the Constitu- 
tion of the State, so as to read as follows: The High Court 
-of Errors and Appeals shall be held at least once in each 
year, at the seat of government, and at such other place or 
places in the State as the Legislature may direct. 

Adopted, August 25rd, 1865. ` 
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CHAPTER III. 


AN ORDINANCE to emend 18th section of the 4th article of the Consti- 
tation. i 


Section 1. Leii ordained and declared, and itis hereby 


ordained and declared, Thatthe 18th section of the 4th arti- - 


cle of the Constitution of the State of Mississippi, be so amen- 
ded as to read as follows, to-wit : A Court of Probates shall be 
established in each county in this State, with jurisdiction in 
all matters testamentary, and of administration in minors’ 
business, and allotment of dower, in cases of idioey aud lun- 
acy, and of personsjnon compos mentis. The Judge of said 
Court shall be elected by the qualified electors of the re- 
spective counties or the term of two years. 
Adopted, August! 23d, 1865. 


ge tee 


CHAPTER IV. 


AN ORDIN ANCE concerning the compensation of Members of the Iegis- 
lature, 3 


Sro. 1. Be it ordained by the people of the State of Mis. 
sissipps in Convention assembled, 'That the 25th section of 
article 3, of the State Constitution, so far as it prohibits a» 


an 


MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. | 87 


iherease of the compensation of members of the Leg gislature: 
from taking effect during the session at which it is made, be 
aud the same is hereby suspended until after the close of the 
next session of that body. 

Adopted, August 23d, 1865. 
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CHAPTER Y. 


RESOLUTION providing for enrollment and duplicate- copies of Ordican~ 
ces and Constitution as amended. 


Resolved, That the Hon. Wm. Yerger, Hon. A. R. John 
ston, and Hon. Geo. L. Potter, be appointed a special com- 
mittee, who shall,as soon after the adjournment of this Con- 
vention as practicable, see that the Conetitution‘of the State 
of Mississippi,as amended and adepted:by this Convention, 
is properly enrolled in duplicate, and signed añd attested by- 
the Presidentof this Convention, and present one copy thereof 
to the Provisional Governor, and request him to forward:the 
same tothe President of the: United: States, and file the 
other copy thercof in the office of the Secretary ef State: 
and said committee shall also sce that all the ordinances 
adopted by this Convention are properly enrolted: and attes- 
ted in duplicate; one eopy thereof to be: presented to the 
Provisional Governor, and the other to be deposited in the 
office of Secretary cf State. 

Adopted, August 24th, 1865: 
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CHAPTER VI. 


AN ORDINACE in relation to the Ordinance of Secession and other Ordi- 
dinances and Resolutions. ad'pted by a former Couvention hetd in 
the city oftJackson on the 7th January, 1861, and on the 25th- es of 
March, 1861. 


Srcron 1. Best ordained by the aus of the Shiite of 
Mississippi in Convention assembled, That an ordinance 
_ passed- by aformer Convention of the State of Mississippi, 

an the 9th day of January; 1861, entitled “An or dinance- 
to dissolve the union between the State of Mississippi and 
-other States unitetk withzher under the compact. entitled, - 
‘The Constitution of the United States of America,’” is- 
hereby declared to be null. and. void. 
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Sro. 2. Be it further ordained, That the following 
erdinances and resolutions, passed by said former Conven- 
tion of the State of Mississippi, which assembled in the 
city of Jackson, on Monday, the. Tth day of January, 
1861, and on the 25th day of March, 1861, be and the 
same are hereby repealed, viz: 


“To regulate the military system ot the State of Missis- 
sippi.” Passed 28d Jannary, 1861. 

“To amend the Constitution of the State of Mississippi 
in certain particulars.” Passed January 26th, 1861. 

“Concerning the jurisdietien and property of the > me 
States of America in the State of J Mississippi.” Passed 
January 16th, 1864. 

“Supplemental to an ordinanee concerning the jurisdic- 
tien and property of the United States of Americ: a, in the 
State of Mississippi.” Passed-26th January, 1861. 

“To provide tor postal arrangements in the State of 
Mississippi.” Passed Jauuary 12th, 1861. 

oh fur ther to provide for postal arrangements in Afissis- 
sippi.” Passed January 26th, 1861. 

“To provide for the formation of a Southern Confeder- 
acy.” (No date thereto.) 

“To regulate the right of citizenship in the State of 
Mississippi.” Passed 26th January, 1861. 

«Providing a Permanent Council of three for the Gov- 
rnor of this State.” Passed 26th January, 1861. 

“To provide for the purchase of arms, munitions and 
military equipments, and for other purposes.” Passed 
26th January, 1861. 

“To provide for the representation of the State of Mis- 

sissippi in the Congress of the Southern Cenfederacy.” 

Passed 26th January, 1861. 

“To provide for surveys an fortifications of military 
-sites within the State of Mississippi? Passed 26th Janv- 
ery, 1861. 

“To authorize the Governor to borrow a sufticient 
amount of money to defray the expenses of the troops 
now ip the field.” (No date thereto.) 

“Lo provide for the formation of a Southern Confede- 
reey.” (No date ther eto.) 

“To adopt and ratify the Constitution adopted by the 
Convention at Montgomer y, Alabama.” .Passed. March 

29th, 1861. 
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"Tn relation to aoda in the State of Mississippi belong- 
‘ing to- Indian orphans.” Passed. March 29th, 1861. 
“WT define the power of the Legislature of this State in 
relation. to ordinances and resolu‘ions adopted by the 
Convention.” Passed March 30th, 1861. 

“In reference to the Marine Hogpital + at Vicksburg.” 
Passed March 30th, 1861. 

“To provide a Coat of Arms and Flag for the State of 
Mississippi.” Passed March 30th, 1861. 

“To authorize the entry and salè of waste and unappro- 
‘priated lands in the State of Mississippi.” ` Passed March 
“28th, J861. 

“To revise and. amend the law in relation to forei, gn in- 
surance companies.” Passed March 27th, 1861. 

“To provide for the appointment of Electors of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the Confederate. States ôf 
America.” Passed March 30th, 1861. 

“To alter and modify the ordinance entitled tAn ordi- 
nance concerning the jurisdiction and property of the 
United States in the State of Missisippi Passed March 
30th, 1864 

—Provided, That-an ordinanee, bearing no date, en- 
titled, “An ordinance to raise means for the defence of the 
‘State,’ and an ordinance, passéd March 29th, 1861, en- 
titled “Supplemental to an ordinance entitled ‘An ordi- 
nance to. raise means for the defense of the State,” are 
intended to be left by this Convention for such action on 
the same as the people of ‘the State, by their Legislature, 
may deem it right and proper to take. having i in view the 
“honor and prosperity of the State. 

Sro. 8: Be te further ordained, That this ordinance 

shall be in force from and: after its passage. 

Adopted, August 22d, 1865. 
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CHAPTER VIL: 


EN 


State of Mississippis-passed. ‘since the 9th day of January, 1861, and 
for other purposés. 


SECTION 1. Be at prdaisied by y the people of the State 
of Mississippi in Convention assembled, That all laws 
and parts of laws enacted by the Legislature of the-State 
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AN GORDIANNCE to ‘erated and support the leg islative ister ts of the 
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of Mississippi, since -the 9th day of January, 1861, so far 
as the same are net in conflict with,’or repugnant to, the 
Constitution of the United States, and the laws made in, 
pursuance thereof, or of the-Constitution of this State as~ 
it existed on the 1st day of January, 1861, or in aid of the- 
late rebellion, except the laws. in relation to crimes and 
misdemeanors, and except an act entitled “An act to ena-. 
ble the railroad companies of this State to pay the monies 
borrowed by them,” approved: December Tih, 1863, be- 
and the same are-hereby ratified and confirmed, and de- 
elared to be valid and. binding’ from their respective- 
dates; and the same shall remain in full force and effect 
rmtil altered or repealed according to law. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That the official acts. 
of all acting public officers of the State of Mississippi, in 
possession of any office, and exercising the fanctions. 
thereof, since the 9th day of January, A. D. 1861, ang 
done and performed under eoror of the laws of said State. 
and in pursuance thereof, and not imeonsistent with the 
Gonstitution of the United. States, and. the taws made in 
pursuance thereof, or of the Constitution of the State of 
Mississippi, or in aid of the late-rebellion, be hereby legal- 
ized, ratified and:confirmed,.and declared to be lawful: 
acts in regard to the persons interested therein, or affect- 
ed thereby, whether such person be lawfully entitled to 
hold such office or not,.and whether such. person be law- 
fully qualified or not. 

Sec. 8. Beit further ordained, That all oficial acts, pro-- 
ceedings, judgments, deerees and orders of the several 
courts of the State, including the boards of county police,- 
regular upon their face, and rendered under color, and in 
the ordinary course of law, together with all sales made br 
‘judicial officers, executors, administrators, guardians, and 
all other persons acting in a fidicuary capacity, in regular. 
and due form, and where the same have been executed by 
the payment of the purchase money, are hereby legalized.. 
ratified, and confirmed : subject, nevertheless, to the right of 
appeal, writs of error and supersedeas, according to the or- 
‘dinary reles and forms of law: Provided, That in all eases 
in which judgments have been rendered in the circuit courts 
in this State since the 9th of January, 1861, and prior fe 
this date, the party against whom such judgment has been: 
rendered shall be entitled to a new trial, upon his filing an 
affidavit that he was wnaroidably absent from the court where. 
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the judgment was rendered, at the: tine of its rendition, and’ 
that he had no attorfey present in the court, and that he be- 
lieves that the judgment is unjust > Provided further, That 
in cases of sales made as aforesaid, and in all other cases im 
which a party has executed a note or agreement in writing 
for the payment of money, parol testimony shall be admissa: 
ble to prove whether or not such contract contemplated spe- 
cie currency, and to show what amount in specie the payee: 
or obligee has a right equitably to demand or recover: 
Provided further, That executors, administrators and other 
officers acting in a fidicuary. capacity, shall have power te- 
compromise and agree with: persons against whom they hold 
notes, bonds, judgments, or-other evidences of debt, as to the 
real value of the property fòr which such evidences of debt- 
were givén, subject to the approval of the judge of probate - 
of their respective counties: Provided, That all acts and 
laws authorizing the payment ofidues to the State in Con-- 
federate money or notes, and all laws authorizing the distil- 
lation of spirits on State account; shall no longer be in force,,. 
Dut are hereby declared henceforth inoperative : Provided,. 
That this ordinance shall not make valid any aet passed by 
said Legislature which may- conflict with any ordinance 
passed by this Convention. | 

- Sec. 4. Be it further ordained, That all marriages entered” 
into in this State since the9th day of January, 1861, by per- 
sons capable of contracting, are valid and binding, and are~ 
hereby ratified and confirmed, and declared to be legal and 
valid from their respective dates, whether celebrated with- 
the usual forms and ceremonies or not. 

Sec. 5. Provided, That it is not intended. by this ordi- 
nance to validate or invalidate the act of any officer or per-- 
son acting as an officer, in receiving any monies payable te 
the State from the railroad companies, but toleave the same ~ 
subject to adjudication. by the courts in the future. 

Adopted, August 23d, 1865. a 
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` CHAPTER VIIL- 
AN ORDINANCE providing fer a General and Special Election. 
Seotion 1. The people of the State of Mississippi im. 
Convention assembled do ordain and declare, and it is: 
hereby ordained and declared, That a general cleetion. 
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shall be held on the first Monday in October next, according 
:o the Constitution and the clection laws of the State as 
they existed on the first day of January, 1861,:for Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, -and all State officers, and members 
of the Legislature. The several Congressional Districts 
shall be the same, and the time of holding the election for 
Representatives in Congress the same as fixed and estab- 
lished by the Legislature in the ycar A. D. 1857. The 
Legislature shall convene on the third Monday in October. 
1865; and be organized and classified as the Constitution 
directs. A special election shall also be held at the time of 
said general election. (the first Monday in October, A. D. 
1865.) for all county, district, judicial and ministerial offi- 
cers ; and the officers so elected shall hold their offices until 
their successors are elected and qualified, and enter upon the 
duties of their respective offices, according to the Constitu- 
tion and laws; and the term of all such State, county, dis- 
trict, judicial and ministerial officers, so elected, shall com- 
mence on the third Monday in October, 1865. No person 
shall be qualified as an elector, or be eligible to any office 
at said election, unless, in addition to the qualifications re- 
quired by the Constitution and election laws aforesaid, he 

shall have taken the ee oath prescribed in the procla- 
mation of the President of the United States, of the 29th day 
Hs May, 1855; and immediately after the adjournment of 

the Convention, the Presidént thereof shall issue writs of 
election. directed to the sheriffs in the several counties in 
the State, requiring them to cause said elections to be held 
accor ding to the election laws in force and existing on said 
first day of January. 1861. 

Adopted, Angust 21st, 1865. 


CHAPTER IX. 
N ORDIN ANCE in relation to Special Courts of Equity. 


SECTION 1. Be it ordained, That the Special Courts of 
Equity heretofore, and that may be hereafter established 
in this State by t thé Provisional Governor thereof, be and 
ihe same are hereby recognized to be in existence, but that 
in all cases the right and benefit of exceptions, bills of ex- 
ceptions, writs of error, supersedeas and appeals from said 
court or couris, to the High coupe of Errors and Appeals, 
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‘for the revision and judgmentof the latter court, shall be 
and are hereby secured to any party litigant in said court 
or courts, who may desire the same, as-is now provided for 
.ana regulated by the laws of the State in cases of exceptions, 
writs of error, supersedeas and appeals from the Circuit 
-and Chancery Courts of this State to the said Court of 
‘Errors and Appeals; and the said Court. of Errors and 
Appeals shall take cognizance and jurisdiction. of such 
cases, asin the case of appeal and writ of error from the 
„circuit and chancery courts of this State : Provided, That 
such Special Courts and the proceedings had thereiy, 
after the courts known to the Constitution and laws of this 
State are established,#shall not be recognized “beyond the 
then unfinished and instituted business of the same ; and the 
records and papers of said Special Courts.shall, upon their 
expiration, be deposited in the office of the clerks of the sev- 
eral circuit courts of this State, in whose counties the said 
special court or courts are, or may be held, for the safe- 
keeping thereof, and may be authenticated thereafter as 
-other records of said cireuit and chancery courts. 
Adopted, August 23d, 1865. 
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- CHAPTER X. 


. 


AN ORDINANCE to confer certain powers upon the Legislature. 


‘Sec. 1. Beit ordained, That the Legislature of this State 
‘shall have fall and complete, ample and ple-ary power and 
right to ascertain, adjust‘and settle, any and all pecuniary lia- 
bility and indebtedness of this State, or the citizens thereof, 
to the Government of the United States of America, under 
and by reason of the revenue Jaws of the latter, either past, 
present or. future ; and to provide by law or. otherwise, insuch 
way and manner, and on such terms as the Legislajure may. 
in its opinion, deem or declare to be most wise, judicious, and 
expedient, for the ascertainment, adjustment, and present or 
ultimate settlement and payment of-the same : hereby intend-, 
ing to confer, and actually conferring upon the Legislature. 
of this State, full and absolute power, and right to pledge: 
and use the faith and credit of the State, and to do and per- 
form whatever is or may be necessary, proper, or expedient 
in the premises aforesaid. oo, 


Adopted, August 24th, 1865. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


RESOLUTION providing for the appointment of a committee to report to” 


the Legislature what changes are necessary in the existing laws of the 
State. : 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
President, whose duty. it shall be toy prepare and report*to 
the next legislature, {o~ its consid@ration and action, such 
laws and changes in existing laws of this State, as to: said 
committee may deem expedient,.in view of the amendments. 
to the Constitution made by this-Convention. 

Adopted, August 23d, 1865. 


CHAPTER XII. 


RESOLUTION providing for compensation of committee to revise the sta: 
tutes of this State. 


Resolved, That it'shall be the duty of the next Legisle- 
ture to appropriate ‘for the purpoze, whatever sum may be 
necessary to pay the-committee appointed by this Conven- 
tion, on the subject of the revision of the statutes of the 
State,a compensation of ten dollars per day cach for the 
time during which they:may be employed in their said duties. 

Adopted, August 24th, 1865. a 
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CHAPTER XIIF. 
RESOLUTION providing for the appointment of four Commissioners. ~ . 


Resolved, That the President of this Convention appoint’ 
four Commissioners to confer with the authorities of the- 
United States, at Washington, relative tothe utility and 
necessity of rebuilding the levees on the Mississippi river. 
and that they endeavor to obtain by loan -or otherwise, such: 
funds as may be necessary for that purpose, and also make 
an arrangement, if possible, to procure a competent force of 
laborers to finish the work during -the present year. But in 
ihe event of any loan cr debt being created for the purpose 
aforesaid, the taxes necessary to reimburse or pay the same 
shall only be levied by the Legislature upon such counties 
ox. districts as may be protected by the levees from innunda- 
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‘tion: Provided, That the aforcsaid Commissioners shall 
not be authorized to pledge the faith of the State for the 
payment of any money by them borrowed, or aid procured, 
‘for the purposes expressed in this ordinance. 

Adopted, August 24th, 1865. 


. CHAPTER XİV. 


RESOLUTION providing for the printing of the Constitntion- as amended, 
and for the ordinances, proceedings and debates cf this Convention. 


Resolved, That twenty-five hundred copies of the Consti- 
‘tution, as amended, ordinances; proceedings and debates of 
this Convention, are heréby authorized to be published in 
‘pamphlet form, in the style and manner of the pamphlet laws 
of the State, excepting marginal-notes. Said proceedings, . 
debates, ordinances and Constitution. when so published, 
shall be delivered to the Secretary of State, whose duty it 
shall be to distribute the same, in the same manner that the 
pamphlet laws and journals of the State are required to be 
distributed, except that one copy shall be sent to each mem- 
ber of this Convention.. The public printer shall receive for 
his services the necessary: cost of issuing said reports, ard 
thirty-five per cent added thereto: and the Auditor of Public 
Accounts is hereby authorized and required to issue bis war- 
rant on the proper officer. for the-amoant of the account for 
said printing ; the same being first approved by the ` Secre- 
tary of State. 
Resolved further, That-said printer be allowed the same 
length of time to complete the pamphlet proceedings and 
debates, as allowed by law for printing the laws and journ- 
als of the State, in the year 1861, and his duties and respon- 
sibilities as printer of the Convention shall not cease until 
the work aforesaid is.accomplished.. | J 
Resolved further, That a committee‘ of three, to consist 
of Messsrs. Johnston, Yerger and Potter, of the county of 
Hinds, are hereby appointed to read the proof sheets, and see - 
that the printed copy corresponds with the action of this 
Convention. ` 
Adopted, August 24th, 1865. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
Pay of Offisers and Members of the Convention. 


‘i'ue committee appointed to take into consideration the 
pay of officers and members of this Convention, have lind 
the same under consideration, and beg leave leave to report 
that in their opinion, the comnens ation should ba as follows, 
to-wit: Pr Se twelve (812,00) dollars, per aiem: 
Members; vach, cielit dollars, (88,00) per diem ; Secretary, 
fifty (850,00) dollars . par diem : ; Sergeant-at-arms, elgnt 
38,00) dollars per diem ; Door- ‘Keeper, six (86,60) dollars 
per diem: Pages, each, two (82,00) per diem. 

The President and mmbers to receive cight dollars for 
every twenty miles of travel in going to and returi ning from 
the Convention. on the most direct route. i 

Adoptet d. August 23d, 1865. 


C CHAPT ‘ER XYL 


Report eoncerai e Short-hand Reporters. 

Tho Cemmittee appointed to employ two competent short 
hand writers, to renort accarately and fally the debates of 
this body. have performed that duty } by employing for that 
purpose "Messrs, S, W. Burnham, and A. L. Bartlett, of New 
‘Yzleang. at a compensation of fifteen (815,00 dollars s dav 
ki 
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CHAPTER XVII 


SOLUTION allowing extra time and compensation to official Reporters 
D the debates. 
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Resoleed, That the oficial Reporters of the debates of 
ihis Convention, be allowed five days after to-day, for the 
a ‘pose of extending, and revising their notes; and that 

iey also be allowed a compensation each of ten dollars per. 
day. in addition to the allowance heretofore made them, and 
that the time of their services be computed from the organi-- 
zation of thé Convention. 

Adopted, ene 24th, 1865. 
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SECTION 1. Be it ordained l y the people of the State 
o Mississippi in Convention a ‘Phat The Presi- 
dent of this Convention shall issue his warrant fer the fol- 
lowing accounts, to be paid out of: any money u ander his con- 
trol, not otherwise appropriated, which shall be in fall of 
- said accounts, to-wit: 


To T. C. McMackin, for ice, candles, water-buckcts, sta- 
tionery, ete., furnished ‘the Convention, the sum of one huu- 
dred and seventy-five dollars, (S175 00.) ` 

To John K. Yerger, postmaster. for postage, the sum of 
twenty-four dollar and eighty-two cents, (824 aoa 

To E. M. Yerger : for pe Nowe during session, two 
hundred collars, £2200 00.) 

To printing three hundred copies Reports; with Ordi- 
nance annexed, (J. T. liarrison, chairm an,) thirty dollars, 
(830 00.) 

To printing three hundred copies Reports, with Ordi- 
nance annexed, (A. R. Johnston, chairman,) fifty dollars and 
twenty-five cents, (S80 25. ). 

To printing two editions Yeas and Nays, thirty-six dol-- 
lars and seventy-five cents, (886 75.) 

To three hundred copies Ordinance No. 2, thirt ‘ty dollars, 
(€30 00.) 

To three hundred copies Minority. Report, twenty-six dol- 
Jars and fifty cents, (F26 50.) 

To printing three hundred. Minority Reports on Ordi- 

nance of Secession, twenty-six dollars and fifty cents, (226 
50. : 

Ro printing three bundr ed ordinances by the loyal people 
of the State, ($26 50.) 

To two editions warrants (150 each. ) twenty-six dollars 
and fifty cents, (826 50.) 

To one hundred and fifty copies writs of election, thirty 
dollars, (880 00.) ; 

To three hundred Tabular Views, one hundred, and fifty 
dollars, ($150 00.5 — : p 

To publishing public ordinances, one hundred dollars, 
($100 60.) 

To publishing first day's proceedings, (twenty squares) 
twenty dollars, (820 00.) 
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To publistiing second day’s proeeedings, (ten squares) 
‘ten dollars, ($£0 00.) 

To publishing third day’s proceedings, (six squares,) six 
-dollars, ($6 00.) 

To pee fourth day's proceedings, (sixty squares, ) 
sixty dollars, ($60 00.) 

To publishing fifth day’s proceedings, (twenty squares,) 
twenty dollars, ($20 00.) 

To publishing sixth day’s proceedings, (nine squares.) 
nine dollars, ($9 00.) 

To publishing seventh day’s proceedings, (twenty-four 
squares,) twenty-four dollars, (S24 00.) 

To publishing eighth day’s proceedings, (thirty-five 
squares,) thirty-five dollars, ($35 00.) 

To publishing ninth day’s proceedings, sixty squares, 
sixty dollars, ($60 00.) 

To publishing debates, (cighty-two squares,) eighty-two 
dollars, ($82 00.) 

To publishing writ of election, (ten squares,) one month, 
sixty dollars, ($60 00.) 

Total to B. M. Yerger, one thousand one hundred and 
uineteen dollars, ($1119 00.) 

To the Daily Mississippian, (A. N. Kimball, pablisher,) 

+ fer daily paper during session, two hundred dollars, ($200.) 

To J. J. Shannon, for one hundred copies Daily Clarion 
during the session of ‘the Convention, two hundred dollars, 
($ 200 00.) . 

To A. Reed, (freedman ) for services in attending on sit- 
tings of the Convention, ‘bringing water, cte., and two days 
in cleaning up the Hall, thirteen days, fifty dollars. ($50 00.) 

To Alexander Moore, (freedman.) for services in attend- 
ing on sittings of the Convention, bringing water, etc., and 
two days services in cleaning up the Hall, thirteen days, 
Afty dollars, ($50 00.) 

Adopted, August 24th, 1865. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


RESOLUTION allowing Secretary of Convention five extra days to com- 
plete the daties assigned him. 


Res ved, That J. L. Power, Secretary of the Convention, 
‘oe al! wed dive extra days after adjournment to complete 
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thie duties assigned him, and that. he be allowed for such 
services the same rate of compensation agreed to by the 
Convention yesterday. 

Adopted, August Sath, 1865. 


CHAPTER XX. 


AN ORDIN ANGE to reduce the penalty of the official bond of the sheriff. 
and clerks of Hancock county. 


Sec. 1. Be it ordained, That. the penalty of the official: 
‘pond of the sheriff of Hancock county be reduced to five- 
thousand dollars, and the penalty of the official bond of the 
circuit and pr obate clerk of said county be reduced to 
twenty-five hundred dollars each. until the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi shall. by law increase or. otherwise:- 
change them, or either of them. 

Adopted, August 23d, 1865. 


CHAPTER XXI. ` 
RESOLUTION in relation to adjournment ofthe Convention. 


Resolved, That this Convention adjourn to-day, at two- 
eclock, P. M., to be called together by the President of this 
Convention if the exigencies of the country require it; and. 
if no such necessity arise within six months from this. date;. 
then this Convention shall stand adjourned sine die: Pro- 

vided, That in case of the death of the President, the Con- - 
vention inay be called by the Governor of the State. 

Adopted, August 24th, 1866. 

J. 5. YERGER, 
President of. Convention.. 
Attest: 
J. L. Powar, Seog. 


AL 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE. C. 
JACKSON, Miss., AucustT 31st, 1865. ý- 


l,-Jonx H. EcHoLs, Secretary of State of the Statesof - 
of Mississippi, do hereby certify that the foregoing printed. 
Constitution, Amendments to the Constitution, Ordinanses 
and Resolutions, are just and true copies of the originals, as 
adopted by the Convention held. at Jackson im the month of * 
August, 1865, and now on file in this office. 
5 q liven under my hand and the Great Seal of the `. 
=" State, affixed at the city-of Jackson, this 31st day of, 
Angust, A. D. 1865., 
JOHN H. ECHOLS, | 
‘Secretary of State. _ 


CONSTITUTION OF MISS ISSIPPT. 


I eT 


ARTIC LE Í. — DECLARATION OF Riesrs— 


equality and natural rights.......... 
political power inherent in the people 
religious worship free to all,... 
free exercise of opinion on all subjects 
‘freedom of speech....-. Oe ee ee eee 
‘liberty of the press and speech. not to be res- 
trained.........+..... AE E 
truth to be given in evidence in all prosecu- 
tions Tor bêl saer- waste oe. 
governing the right of search..... oem teas 
criminal prosecuti jons—right of defendant... 
‘no-person to be detained except as preserib- 
ed by law.......... ates ak: 
proceedings in indictable cases............ 
“persons | not indictable twice for same offence 
justice in all cases to be administered...... 
legislature only may suspend laws......... 
excessive bail........... PRETE ws cm dak 
bailable offences, habeas corpus, ete. 
wheu debtor not to be imprisonéd......... 
bills of attainder, forfeitures, impairing obhi- 
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oe se es ees 


gations, efC....... ee eee ee 
cligibility to office..... E oes Sere ee 
estates of suicides. ......... E Meron 


PIPE OL DEMON E wea eerna 
right to bear arms........ eee ere ee 
standing army, militia how governed. paves 
“soldiers, ‘how: quartered. v...... see eee 
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Artiote 1L—(Continued.) 


hereditary ¢moluments not to be granted... T 
emigration, ete........ crc... er ee f 
trial by jury inviolate. us gp tcueoueus Kayes T 
prosecution of suits. ....... sle... rrr Y 
tenure of office.............. PETE Er 7 
- ÅRTICLE I]~Distrisution or PowEers—~— 
Jegisiative department............ eee 8 
‘qualified electors........ 0... 0... cee or 8 
electors privileged from arrest—when...... 8 
élections, how held.s:............00.05- .. 8, 32 
legislative powers, how divided......... rane 9 
pPREVIC-OL JBWexosaaihu ay E hs takes 9 


‘representatives, how and when to be chosen, 9, 32 


qualifications of representatives........... 


so 


‘elections, where held...............0-.-. 9, 32 


“city or town when entitled to separate repre- 


gentation,. sse 2... ccc eee @sa @@ et wp eenveee 9 
inhabiteats how and when enumerated..... 9 


each county entitled to one representative.. 10 


“basis of senatorial districts.. .....,...... 7. 10 
senators how chosen and classified... = 1i 
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new senators how classified............... IL 
qualifications of senators........2 il 
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house of representatives to choese its officers. J1 


rules of each house how determined........ 11 
journal of proceedings to be kept.......... 12 


OL EE OE E E E 
members privileged from arrest except for 
L a E E E S 
persons punished for disorderly behavior... 12 
legislature may go into secret session, when. 12 
of adjournment.............-. Hiiewasase oe 
bills how to originate and become laws..... 12 
‘bills for revenue must originate in house of 
representatives...........- eaciweseuse. Lan 
compensation of members................ 18 
members not eligible to office............. 13 


state or county officers not eligible to legisla- 

LUO ieeat A E tases Wee Ro edia eee eee ae 
defaulters not eligible to a seat............18,14 
first and subsequent elections, when held.. .14, 32 
seat of government......... Relies E 
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state officers to reside at the capital........ J 
ÅRTICLE I V.—JODICIAL J)EPARTMENT—- 

judicical pówers how vested.............. 14 

High Court of Errors and Appeals......... 15 

term of'office of judges...........0....... 15 

clerk, how elected. ....0.. 2. cc ye nannan” 5 

p PURIGUICHOUs teva tense cues ANES ds 15 

2 ‘vacancies in judgship, how filled.......... 15 

~ conservators of the peace............00.48. 15 

. courts, where to be held. ... 2.2.02... 0.022, 15 

first election of judges............-cee0e. 15 

term (Ol OMCC eneses Hise: coesyn tsaia TED 

. judges disqualified, when...........-.....15,16 

salaries of judges, how fixed.............. 16 

Circuit Court—judges how elected......... 16 

qualifications ot Judges................... 16 

circuits, how formed.......5....-.....2.. 16 


. judges to interchange circuits........... .. 16 
i compensation, not to be diminished during 
~n "continuance ın office on eo eee ever eeneer ener 16 


Chancery Courts——juarisdiction............16, 17 
chancellor, how elected.................. 17 
style Of process. ........sossasesessesnio IT 
amendments to constitution in relation to... 31 
Probate Courts—how established.......... 29 
FUPISCICHONS So cieeetdieeeseedotecd eee: A 
judge, how elected.........-............ IT 
clerk, how elected... .....ccce cece eeeceae IY 
Boards of Police—who to constitute.. ..... I7 
fermi Of ofie sci ccscs rarer ananena Lf 
conservators of the peace.........-.--0005 18 
"urediti usca cs ucsioaisndeaacdeseunss. 18 
VECAUCIOS (hewstoddeuwedeesesutad: Sauces to 
clerk of probate to be clerk of police.... ...18,30 
Constables and Justices of the Peace— 
to be chosen in each county............-. 18 
jurisdiction of justices. ... 22... .....2eeee. 18 
Inferior Courts—how they may be established 18 
Attorney General—District Attorneys—elec- 
tion, qualifications, i Sa of each. 18 
Contested Elections—legislature may provide 
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ARTICLE IY .—( Continued.) 


Judges of the several Couris—how removed, TY 
ARTICLE V O EXECUTIVE DEPAR TMENT: 
Governor er vested in—how elected. 18 
tenure OLO eaae Sls oe gic wae erga aoc 19 
speaker of house to open and publish votes... 18 . 
contested elections, how determined........ s0 
qualification OL FOVET Seb ranek wy teen SEa 2) 
compensation... PEE T E EEEE ET 20) 
to be ¢ommander-in-chief of army and navy, 20 
may require information from state officers.. 20 
‘may convene and adjourn legislature... .. . 20 
to give Information to legisla UPC. ee eee ee 20 
may grant reprieves, par dons, , remit fines,ete 21 
to sion commissions. ETEESI TEIE at AA 21 
Gt vaACanCieS: scorre 54 60o8 lees ee wes | 
Secretary of State—how elected.. Ee Yoani S 
tem of Office... oo ee cee cece c cee ee 21, 32 
duties of the secretary... .......00.......21, 28 
Anditor of Public Accounts-—election and — 

term of office... . 2. ee eee ere ol eae 25 
Treasurer, how elected and terim of office. . 85 
County Officers, how elected, term of omde 23 
Militia, lewislative to provide for.......... 28 
officers how elected... 2... -.ccec cece eee. 23 
governor Biny Call ORs tons snes daret egn 24 
Bills, to De signed by the governor. ....... 23 
Resolutions, Orders, cte., to be signed or dis- 

approved as in case of bills...... soutien. “2 

~avptire VI—leraAcuMeNTs.......0 0.060000 00es 24 
ARTICLE V I.. (GENERAL PROVISIONS ° 

Atheist, excluded from office .... 0.0.00... 2h 
Bribery, persons convicted of disqualified,ete 25 
Convicts, excluded from office......:...... 25 
Citizenship, not to be forfeited. .......... .. 26, 27 
Counties, new counties hotr to be established 27 
Duelling, legislature shall prevent. ........ 27 
Divorce, to be provided for by law........ 25 
Elections, returns of.......-.....-..200-- 27 
Eligibility to office, who disqualified....... 27 
Indians, may enjoy certain privileges...... yar 
‘Internal Improvements, how appropriations 

may be made for,.....-.. ++... .... see ee 26 
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Aertictz VIl.—( Continued.) 


Laws, when to. go into effect.............. 
Money, appropriations of, how drawn........ 
Oath of Office, all officers shall take. ere 
Suffrage, how regulated....,.. Sa acne 
State loan, state prohibited. .........4.20.. 
Suits, against the State.......ss00cc0 tee 
Schools, shall be encouraged.............. 
Salaries, deductions of for neglect of duty ate 
Treason, to consist of............ 02200005 


Agro: VIUL—Stavery Dzstroyep : 

; the institution no longer to exist..... puesta 
no involuntary-servitude except for crimes. 
legislature to provide for -the proteetion and | 

sieurity of the person and property of the- 


freedmen of the state. ............00 0802 | 
Mope or REVISING GonstrrutTien.........-. eee . 


MOHEDULU see Atte awe eeu sepa Oa EaD 
rights vestes... jo tiwelsly sac aces ae 
suits in law and equity, how transferred... 
PAWS ME TONGS hot oi hd Oe E E a eet nen E 
first election under constitution............ 

_how, long officers first elected to office...... 


AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION FROM 1846270 1865 +. 
Boards of este five persons to be-elected.. 
Chancery Court, how held, when pres 
Tenure of Officers, adopted Feb. 6,.1856...: 
Amendment to seetion twelve of foe 

of rights, commencing with the word “Pro- 
vided, ” in the sixth line of said section— 


inserted b y ordinance adopted August 2Ist, 


1865 ewes © se eo fe ee es *# ee ews eer eh E E E E HP OO HH SF Ff FT HPF 
All of article seven, under title “slaves,” and 
amendment number one, approved Feb. 2, 


1846, in reference to slaves, strieken ont. .27, 3 


New article inser ted, as article eight....... 

Changinging the seventh section of fourth ar- 
ticle i in reference to the places where ses- 
sions of high court may be held—adopted 
Angust 23d, 1865.. 2...0. nie ehh oe dvasaes 

Amending 18th section of 4th article, by sub: 
stitutir g the word “minors ” for “orphans 
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ORDINANCES. 
Amending Constitution by abolishing sections one, 
two and three of article seven, under thé title 
“slaves,” and amendment number onè, approve. 
ed February 2d, 1846, and inserting anew pro-- 
vision as article eight Lee ele eee eee eens . 85> 
Proviso to twelfth sectiom:ofi declaration of. rights, 


(in same ordinance) .......... nann ee ee ee eee, 85- 
Amending Tth seetion of the 4th article in reference 

to the high court of errors and appeals....... 36 

Amending- 18th section of the 4th- article, i in 

reference tothe jurisdiction of probate caurts . 3b 


Suspending the 25th section ofarticle three in refer- 

ence to compensation of member of legislature, 36 
In relation to the ordinance of- secession and other 

ordinances. 2.22.2... eee eee ee eee serene OW 
To legalize and: support the legislative enactments 

of the State, passed since Ja dnuary 9th,1861,... 39 
Providing for a general and special election secese FL 
In reference to special’ courts of equity........... £2 
Conferring certain powers upon the legislature..... 4- 
Reducing | the penalty of the offivial bond of the sher- 

iffs and’ clerks of Eancoek county AG 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Providing #r enrollment and duplicate copies of 

constitution and ordinances,........-.- < BE 
Providing-for appointment of committee to revise 

the statutes of the state... .. nnee ee ee eee ..- 44 
Providing compensation for committee-appointed to 

revise-the statutes......... pace ee neenu n.. 4E 
Providing for the appointment of four conynissioners 

to confer with authorities of United States in 

reference to the levees on Mississippi: river.... 44 
Providing for the printing of the constitution, ordi- 


nances, proceedings and debates. ......... 45 
In reference to the pay of officers and members of 

the Convention 2.2.0... pee eee ee eee eee 46 
Concerning short-hand reporters. bee cee eee eees 46 
Allowing “additional time and extra compensation 

to offizial reporters of debates..... ence eeeee 46 
Allowing secretary of convention additional time to ` 

complefe the dutics assigned him............ 48 


In reference io adjournment. weet eet e eee eee ee 4 


